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The Origins of the English Reformation
Reconsidered

How different might the first years of
the English Reformation look if we try
to view them forwards rather than
backwards, remembering that the

first generation of converts to reform
were not early “Protestants,” but late
medieval Catholic Christians? This
lecture will argue that we need to see
the concerns of the early Reformation
as emerging from, as much as reacting
against, the mainstream devotional
priorities of early sixteenth-century
Catholicism. It will examine how
reformers remained in important ways
shaped by their Catholic heritage of
ritual and piety, and the implications for
understanding the process of conversion.

Biography: Peter Marshall is Professor of History at the University of Warwick,
UK, where he has taught since 1994. He specializes in the religious and cultural
history of early modern Britain, particularly the impact of the Reformation. He

is the author of several books, including The Catholic Priesthood and the English
Reformation (1994), Beliefs and the Dead in Reformation England (2002) and Mother
Leakey and the Bishop: A Ghost Story (2006). He is currently writing a major new
survey of the English Reformation for Yale UP. He is visiting as a guest of the
Department of History, Simon Fraser University.

All talks are free and open to the public. Visitors are welcome to stay for dinner after the lecture.
Go to our website to make a dinner reservation: www.greencollege.ubc.ca/join_us_for_dinner/index.php
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